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Amesbury, MA – 
The City of Amesbury has announced the release of the Merrimack River District Report. The report offers a detailed analysis of exiting conditions, natural and physical resources, historical features, infrastructure, transportation, and community benefits. The final report provides various options to guide future development and conservation efforts in the Merrimack River District. The district is defined as the area located south of I-495 between Pond View Avenue on the west, over to Elm Street on the east and is bordered by the Merrimack River. 
Between February and June 2022, the City contracted with the firm Dodson and Flinker, to work with a volunteer Working Group comprised of residents, businesses, landowners, and other important stakeholders. The report published was funded by a Community Planning Grant from the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development. The grant provided funding for scenario planning to explore possibilities for future land use, transportation infrastructure, building design, and open space and trail connections in the Merrimack River District. 
Amesbury’s Director of Community & Economic Development, Angela Cleveland, AICP said,” This was a great planning process that will serve as a foundation for future projects in the Merrimack River District. We are grateful to all the stakeholders who participated in the Working Group meetings, workshops, and the City-wide survey. We look forward to next steps which include formally introducing the East End Smart Growth District Ordinance and transportation improvements in the District.”

“Development in this district has increased over the past few years and there is more for the future being discussed. Neighborhood feedback made it clear that it was time to zoom out and look at the neighborhood comprehensively. The grant funding provided us with the opportunity to work with top notch professionals and to think outside of the box. It was a learning experience for everyone. I’m proud of the work we did and believe we are moving forward with more of a shared vision. The report will be a guide for years to come.”, said Mayor Kassandra Gove.

Information about the Merrimack River District and the published report can be found on the city website at: www.amesburyma.gov/579/Merrimack-River-District

Dodson & Flinker
Founded by Harry Dodson in 1986, Dodson & Flinker (formerly Dodson Associates, Ltd.) is a landscape architecture and planning practice offering a wide range of services to both private and public sector clients. The firm has pioneered the use of site planning and design principles based on historic precedents and environmental sustainability to blend new development with the traditional patterns of communities. The range of services offered includes site design and construction observation for institutional, commercial, and residential clients; design of urban neighborhoods, parks and streetscapes; regional planning, growth management and watershed protection; scenic resource analysis; and greenway-based open space planning.
www.dodsonflinker.com
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