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Amesbury Police Begin Trial Use of Body Cams
Amesbury, MA – In response to changes in police reform that will eventually require all police in Massachusetts to wear cameras, Amesbury Police Chief, Craig Bailey, announced that they will begin a trial use of body worn cameras (BWC’s.) 
During the trial period, which is expected to last 3 weeks, officers will go through the necessary, extensive training on the proper use of the cameras, privacy issues, and the storage and redaction of footage. Additionally, training involves learning when cameras can or cannot be turned on. Four cameras will be utilized throughout the department during the training. 
The use of the BWC’s will enhance police operations with transparency to the community they serve, provide footage for investigative purposes, and include assessing officer performance. They have also been proven to reduce court costs and the number of physical confrontations.
Amesbury joins the surrounding communities of Salisbury and Newburyport in the use of body worn cameras.
Quote from Police Chief Bailey:
“In an effort to become more transparent with the community, the Amesbury Police Department is conducting initial trials on four new body worn cameras (BWC’s) being worn by select personnel, which could eventually be worn by every Amesbury Police Officer.” Over the past two years the department has been working on a comprehensive BWC program in collaboration with both police unions that meets state standards. After looking at several different types of BWC’s, and finally determining which one could be the best fit for Amesbury, the department has moved on to its trial phase. If all goes well, you could see the program going department wide as early as July 1st, 2023.  Chief Bailey stated, “In addition to all the hard work that has gone into developing the program the department has also secured a $50,000 state grant, which will ultimately assist in purchasing close to 90% of the equipment needed”.
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