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[bookmark: _Hlk94176188]Mayor Gove Advocates for State Funding for City of Amesbury
[bookmark: _Int_RMchnONC]Amesbury, MA – Mayor Gove and her office have worked in recent months to advocate for State funding for the City of Amesbury. Meetings with our state legislative delegation began in February, where Mayor Gove presented at the State House to the Amesbury delegation consisting of Senator Barry R Finegold, Representative Dawne Shand, and Representative Adrianne Pusateri Ramos. Her presentation included the need for increased state support, detailing the decline of revenue receipts in Amesbury, from both state and local receipts. These deficits are compounded with rising costs of goods and services needed to maintain level services for the citizens of Amesbury.
While the cost of planned projects and expenses have continued to rise, a 2022 State Auditors Report found that municipal budgets are heavily dependent on state aid, but slowly growing appropriations and level funding in some categories, force an increased reliance on property taxes.
Also affecting Amesbury’s budget are state and federal mandates that require local funding, at times mid-year that are unplanned. Insurance agencies are now requiring multifactor authentication and Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR) to maintain insurance policies. These additional requirements put a significant financial strain on Amesbury’s IT resources. Updated election laws have changed requirements for police details, voting by mail, in-person early voting, registration and more. This has severely impacted the budget and staffing for the City Clerk’s Office. 
Municipalities and our residents are reaching a breaking point. It’s important that our representatives at the State House understand what is happening on our doorstep and that we work with them on solutions.
In early March, Mayor Gove joined her peers and the Massachusetts Municipal Association by providing testimony at the Transportation Committee Hearing on the proposed Ch 90 Bond Bill Hearing. Ch 90 has been flat funded at $200 million per year for over ten years. In that time the cost of road projects has increased substantially. The lack of adequate funding has left communities like Amesbury with subpar roads and sidewalks. The cost to complete these projects is far outpacing the funding source and decreases our purchasing power year after year. The request from local leaders, including Gove, was to increase the funding level to $330 million, indexed to grow with inflation.
Also in March, the Mayor was joined by Representative Dawne Shand on a call with leaders from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to discuss the pitfalls of Ch 70 funding and where the Student Opportunity Act was leaving out communities like Amesbury. Later in the month, Superintendent McAndrews and other school department staff joined the Mayor in a training relative to net school spending. The recently released House Ways and Means Budget includes increased Chapter 70 Funding that we hope will survive final House passage and support in the Senate.
Other issues on the mayor’s agenda for the state delegation include veteran benefits, school transportation, municipal building capital funds, and unrestricted general government aid. In addition to the high priority of addressing structural deficits in budgeting, Mayor Gove presented earmark requests for funding special projects. This is a customary process and requests ranged from $300,000 to $50,000 for both the downtown business district and the school department. 
Mayor Gove hopes that State legislators will see the need in Amesbury for additional funding to help support these initiatives.

Quote form the Mayor
Our legislative delegation is new to Amesbury and this was a great opportunity to introduce them to our needs and funding deficits. Senator Finegold was successful in securing funds for us last year and I am extremely grateful for his work. I hope the team feels like they really understand Amesbury and we can collaborate on solutions to relieve the burden on our taxpayers. I have been in constant contact with them this budget season and look forward to thinking outside the box as we move forward with short- and long-term solutions.
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