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Nicholas Wheeler, District 4 Councilor

An Order for the Amesbury City Council to vote to accept the provisions of Chapter
329 of the Acts of 1987

Summary: The provisions of Chapter 329 of the Acts of 1987, entitled “An Act
Increasing Local Control Over the Annual School Budget” updated M.G.L. c. 44, sec. 32
to state, in part, “that in the case of the school budget or in the case of a regional school
district assessment, the city council, on the recommendation of the school committee or
on recommendation of a regional district school committee, may by ¢ two-thirds vote
increase the total amount appropriated for the support of the schools or for the regional

district schools over that requested by the mayor, and provided, further, that no such
increase shall be voted if it would render the total annual budget in excess of the
property tax limitations set forth in section twenty-one C of chapter fifty-nine”. Section 2
of Chapter 329 further requires local approval of both the the city council and mayor
prior to taking effect.

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

The City Council of the City of Amesbury hereby votes to accept Chapter 329 of the
Acts of 1987.




ACTS, 1987. - Chaps. 329, 330.

Chapter 329. AN ACT INCREASING LOCAL CONTROL OVER THE
ANNUAL SCHOOL BUDGET.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

SECTION 1. The third paragraph of section 32 of chapter 44 of the
General Laws, as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof
the following two sentences:- The city council may by majority vote
make appropriations for the purposes recommended and may reduce or
reject any amount recommended in the annual budgef. It shall not
increase any amount in or the total of the annual budget nor add thereto
any amount for a purpose not included therein except on
recommendation of the mayor, and except as provided in section
thirty~three; provided, however, that in the case of the school budget or
in the case of a regional school district assessment, the city council, on
the recommendation of the school committee or on recommendation of a
regional district school committee, may by a two-thirds vote increase
the total amount appropriated for the support of the schools or for the
regional district schools over that requested by the mayor; and provided,
further, that no such increase shall be voted if it would render the total
annual budget in excess of the property tax limitations set forth in
section twenty~one C of chapter fifty-nine.

SECTION 2. The provisions of this act shall take effect in any city on
the first day of the calendar month following its acceptance in the
following manner: in a city having a Plan D or Plan E form of
government by a majority vote of the city council approved by the city

manager; in any other city, by a vote of its city council, approved by the
mayor.

Approved July 23, 1987.
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