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An Order to accept Sections 3 to 7, inclusive, of Chapter 44B of the General Laws, otherwise
known as the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act (CPA)

Summary: A municipality adopts the Community Preservation Act through passage of a ballot
question at the voting booth. There are two ways that the question to adopt CPA can be placed on
the ballot. The first method, used by roughly 2/3 of the current CPA communities, is a vote by the
municipality's legislative:body (Town Meeting or City or Town Council) to put the adoption
question on the ballot. The second method requires a petition to be signed by at least 5 percent of
the community's registered voters, requesting that the question be placed on the ballot. In either
case, CPA must subsequently be approved by a simple majority of the voters in the community.

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of
the same as follows:

That the City hereby accepts Sections 3 to 7, inclusive, of Chapter 44B of the General Laws,
otherwise known as the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act, by approving a surcharge on
real property for the purposes permitted by said Act, including the acquisition, creation and
preservation of open space, the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of historic
resources, the acquisition, creation, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of land for
recreational use, the acquisition, creation, preservation and support of community housing, and the
rehabilitation and restoration of such open space and community housing that is acquired or created
as provided under said Act; that the amount of such surcharge on real property shall be 1% of the
annual real estate tax levy against real property commencing in fiscal year 2025; and that the City
hereby accepts the following exemption from such surcharge permitted under Section 3(e) of said
Act: property owned and occupied as a domicile by any person who qualifies for low income
housing or low or moderate income senior housing in the Town. as defined in Section 2 of said Act.




