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An Order to accept Sections 3 to 7, inclusive, of Chapter 448 of the General Laws, otherwise
known as the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act (CPA)

Summary: A municipality adopts the Comrnurrity Prcsct'vation Act tI-rrclugh passage of a ballot
question at the voting booth. There etre two urzws that the question to zrclopt C-'PA can be placecl on
tlre lrallot. T'he flrst mcthod. usecl by roughly 213 of the current CPA corrmunities. is a vote by the
municipality's legislative,body (I-own Meeting or City or'I'orvn Council) to put the adoption
question on the ballot. 'l'he second method requires a petitior-r to be signed by at least 5 per.cent o1'
tl-tc community's registerecl voters. r:eqr-resting that the question be placecl on thc ballot. in either:
case. CPA must subsequently be approved by a sin-rple majority ol'the voters itr llre community.

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of
the same as follows:

'l'hzrt the City hereby ar:cepts Scctions 3 to l. inclusive, o1'Chapter 44R o1'the General Laws,
othelrvise knorvn iis the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act. by approving a surcharge on
real propetty 1'or the pr-rrposes permitted by said Act. including the acquisition. creation ancl
preservatiot.t ol'clpen space. the acquisition. preservation, rehabilitation ancl lestoration o1'historic
resources" the acclr-risition. creatiorr" ptcservation. r:ehabilitation and restoration of larrd lbr
recreational use, the acquisition. creation. pleservation ancl support o1'conrmunity hor-rsing, arrd the
rehabilitation etnd restoratiou ol'such open space and community lrousing that is acqurirecl or created
as plovided under said Aot: that the zur-rt-runt of such surcharge on real property shall be 1% of-the
annua"l rezrl estate tax levy against real properly commencir-rg in f-rscal year 2025; ancl that tl-re C'ity
hereby accepts the following exertption l'ronr such surcharge petmittecl unclcr Section 3(e) of said
Act: property orvnecl and occr-rpied as zr domicile by any person rvlro qr-ralifies {br low income
housing or lou,or moderate income seniol l'ror-rsing in the Torvn" as cielined in Section 2 o1'said Act.
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