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Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

Amesbury, MA - Amesbury Firefighters Graduate from the Academy

Amesbury Fire Department’s Cassandra (Cassie) Johnson and Paul Conley became the most recent graduates of the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy (MFA). As part of the graduating firefighters Class #312 representing the fire departments of Amesbury, Chelsea, Devens, Gardner, Manchester-by-the-Sea, Peabody, Swampscott, Watertown, and Winchester, both Johnson and Conley scored above the class average in testing and had low deficiencies.

Paul began his career in Amesbury in September of 2022 while Cassie started in October of the same year. Both have shown tremendous dedication to their training and to the department.

In the intensive, 10-week training program students receive classroom training in all basic firefighter skills. They practice first under non-fire conditions and then during controlled fire conditions. To graduate, students must demonstrate proficiency in life safety, search and rescue, ladder operations, water supply, pump operation, and fire attack. Fire attack operations range from mailbox fires to multiple-floor or multiple-room structural fires. Upon successful completion of the Recruit Program all students have met the national standards of National Fire Protection Association 1001 and are certified to the level of Firefighter I and II, and Hazardous Materials First Responder Operational Level by the Massachusetts Fire Training Council, which is accredited by the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications.



Quote From Fire Chief Nolan  
[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]“I am very proud of Cassie and Paul. The Recruit Program of the Massachusetts Fire Academy is a very intense, rigorous program. Their days start with an hour plus ride to the academy, followed by PT, testing, drills, lectures, and an hour plus ride home. The recruits also have home studies to complete. 
Cassie and Paul’s grades and low number of deficiencies shows their commitment to the program and the Amesbury Fire Department.”

Quote from the Mayor
“It is great to see Paul and Cassie’s dedication and commitment to the City of Amesbury and to Amesbury Fire. The rigorous training they went through prepares them for the many different scenarios they may encounter. I look forward to seeing their careers here in Amesbury progress as they continue to learn on the job.”

About Amesbury Fire Department
The Amesbury Fire Department (AFD) is a multi-service department providing 24-hour Fire Protection, EMS, and Rescue Services to the citizens and visitors of the City of Amesbury. 
The AFD responds to approximately 5000 calls annually. These calls include Fire, EMS, Rescue, Fire Prevention, and other calls for service. Mutual aid is given and received to the surrounding communities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
www.amesburyma.gov/181/Fire-Rescue

About the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy (MFA)
The MFA provides recruit and in-service training for career, call, and volunteer firefighters at every level of experience, from recruit to chief officer, at campuses in Stow, Springfield, and Bridgewater.
https://www.mass.gov/massachusetts-firefighting-academy-mfa
###




William Donohue, Communications Director
City Hall • 62 Friend Street • Amesbury, MA 01913
(978) 388-8134 • donohuew@amesburyma.gov  

MAKE HISTORY HERE
William Donohue, Communications Director
City Hall • 62 Friend Street • Amesbury, MA 01913
(978) 388-8134 • donohuew@amesburyma.gov  

MAKE HISTORY HERE
image1.png




