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Press Release
For immediate release
July 13, 2023 
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

Amesbury, MA - Amesbury Adopts New Automated Trash Pickup System
G. Mello announced its plans for transition to automated trash pickup in Amesbury during recent contract negotiations with the city. This major step forward in municipal services marks a significant shift towards enhanced efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and sustainability. The implementation of automated trash pickup will streamline operations, reduce environmental impact, and improve overall sanitation services for residents.
G. Mello will begin to distribute new, large, 64-gallon, brown trash carts to residents beginning July 24th, into the first week of August. Each single-family residence will receive 1 cart, each multi-family residence with 6 units and under will receive 6 and addresses in the Amesbury Central Business District will receive 1, with options for businesses to receive 2 upon request. Additional carts will be available for a fee from G. Mello, as needed, by calling 978-352-8581. They will also be providing a recycling program for those wishing to dispose of their existing trash barrels. Residents will be able to dispose of their existing trash barrels by placing them curbside the last two weeks of August during their regularly scheduled pickup.
For regularly scheduled trash pickup, residents will be asked to place their new carts at the curb with the handles facing their property, with 15 feet of clearance above and 3 feet of distance between objects and other carts. As part of the new process, no loose trash or bags will be collected, and all trash must be in a new cart provided by G. Mello. 
By leveraging the process currently used by G. Mello for recycling pick up, they aim to optimize waste management processes and deliver an exceptional experience to the citizens of Amesbury. The introduction of automated trash pickup entails the deployment of specialized robotic arms, fitted onto refuse collection vehicles, which will efficiently collect waste carts. This transition will not only alleviate the physical burden on waste management personnel but also eliminate potential safety hazards associated with manual handling. The robotic arms can precisely and swiftly collect trash carts, minimizing time spent on each stop. This increased efficiency will enable optimized routes, leading to reduced fuel consumption and vehicle wear and tear. 
The implementation of automated trash pickup reflects on Amesbury’s commitment to modernizing municipal services. This initiative also aligns with Amesbury's commitment to sustainability and environmental stewardship.
More information can be found on the city’s website, at www.amesburyma.gov.

[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]Quote From Mayor “The new automated trash pickup system will make collection in Amesbury more efficient, encourage recycling, and keep contract costs down for the city. It will also help reduce the amount of trash that ends up in our streets from loose bags and materials overflowing from barrels. Although this is a big change for us, the adoption of this collection process in surrounding cities has been successful. G. Mello has been a great partner in making sure the distribution of the new trash carts runs smoothly and we expect the new process of automated trash pick up to be fully operational by the third week of August. I appreciate everyone's patience as we work through the transition.
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