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Press Release  
 
March 15, 2024  
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134) 
 
Amesbury, MA – The City of Amesbury Receives Funding for Watermain Replacement Project 

On Monday, U.S. Congressman Seth Moulton’s office announced that Amesbury would be receiving $959,752 in Community Project Funding (CPF) as part of the $13.2 million in federal FY2024 appropriations awarded to 15 community improvement projects in his district. 
Mayor Kassandra Gove and her Chief of Staff, Ann Marie Casie, submitted the application back in March of 2023 seeking $1.9 million to support infrastructure projects that would encourage affordable housing development, improve fire protection, and increase water flow and quality within the lower Main Street neighborhood. 

With the submitted application followed letters of support from Amesbury’s state delegation, Senator Barry Finegold, Representative Dawne Shand, and Representative Adrianne Ramos, as well as Paula Newcomb, Executive Director for Housing Support Inc., all advocating for the funding. 

The project to be funded with this appropriation entails upgrading 1200 linear feet of water main from Macy Street to the I-495 overpass in Amesbury. The new watermain will also accommodate a pending housing development at 278 Main Street which will include 8 units produced by Housing Support, Inc., a non-profit organization that supports residents who are recovering from substance abuse issues. Neighboring houses in the area will also benefit from the replacement of the decades old watermain.  

Chapter 40B is a state statute in Massachusetts that empowers local Zoning Boards of Appeals (ZBAs) to approve affordable housing developments under certain rules. 40B development projects encourage the creation of affordable housing by allowing the ZBA to be flexible in approving housing developments where density, setbacks, and other zoning requirements may have been otherwise been prohibitive. 
Final legislation on funding was passed as it made its way through Congress last week. Once the bill is signed by President Biden, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will work with the city of Amesbury to administer the funding for the project. 
 
Quote from Adrianne Ramos, State Representative 14th Essex District  
“I’m glad I could play a small role in securing this funding and I am grateful for Congressman Moulton in seeing this across the finish line for the city. This money has a direct impact on our community, especially the lower Main St neighborhood. Improving and updating our water systems infrastructure helps ensure Amesbury remains a competitive and strong place to live and work for years to come.” 
 
Quote from Nick Cracknell, Director of Community and Economic Development  
“Federal Community Project Funding holds significant importance in providing money to communities with the resources to make infrastructure improvements that support local initiatives. This recently awarded funding will help make the necessary watermain improvements in the lower Main Street neighborhood that will encourage housing growth, particularly addressing much needed affordable housing, as well as economic development here in Amesbury. As affordable housing continues to be an issue in Amesbury and the Commonwealth, infrastructure improvements like this, supported by federal funding, strengthen the commitment of the city to make it a place people can work and live.”   
 
Quote from Kassandra Gove, Mayor of Amesbury  
“As a city we are committed to doing everything we can to accommodate more housing of all kinds. We decided to swing for the fences on this one and I’m so grateful for the support and partnership of all our legislators and especially Congressman Moulton for making this happen. Old cities have old infrastructure and to meet today’s development demands we need more than local funding to make improvements. This was a collective effort to make a difference in the everyday lives of our residents.” 
 
Quote from Robert Jones, President, of Housing Support Inc. 
“This is wonderful news for all the neighbors in the Ferry Historic District, one of Amesbury’s earliest settlements. Housing Support can attest to the impacts of frequent water line breaks in the area over many years. This funding will also support our hope to expand the supply of affordable housing in Amesbury. 
 
### 


William Donohue, Communications Director
City Hall • 62 Friend Street • Amesbury, MA 01913
(978) 388-8134 • donohuew@amesburyma.gov  

MAKE HISTORY HERE
William Donohue, Communications Director
City Hall • 62 Friend Street • Amesbury, MA 01913
(978) 388-8134 • donohuew@amesburyma.gov  

MAKE HISTORY HERE
image1.png




