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SUMMARY OF DATA COLLECTED

Data collected by:

• Five Age-Friendly Task Force members and two UMass Lowell interns 
between October 2023 and April 2024 (Fall/Winter/Spring)

• Data collected by both younger and older adults

Tools used:

• AARP Public Space Audit Worksheet & BRAT-DO Park Audit Instrument

Target locations: 9 parks and green spaces in Amesbury, MA

• Battis Farm

• Powow Hill

• Alliance Park

• Heritage Park

• Lake Gardner

• Collins Street Park

• Amesbury Training Field

• Al Capp Amphitheater

• Amesbury Town Park



COMMON STRENGTHS OF 
AMESBURY PARKS/OUTDOOR 

SPACES

• All areas provided a safe space to enjoy the outdoors and 

spend time with others

• All areas had at least one place to sit down 

• All areas had opportunities for a variety of outdoor activities 

(walking, hiking, picnicking, etc.)

Based on AARP Public Space Audit Worksheet Data:

Best views: Powow Hill,  Lake Gardner (beach),  Alliance Park

Best for a walk: Battis Farm,  Lake Gardner (trails)

Best for outdoor sports:  Amesbury Town Park

Best to gather with friends:  Al Capp Amphitheater



COMMON LIMITATIONS OF 
AMESBURY PARKS/OUTDOOR 

SPACES

• All areas had at least one perceived limitation for older 
adults

Based on AARP Public Space Audit Worksheet & BRAT-
DO Park Audit Instrument Data:

Uneven terrain and pathways:

• Battis Farm, Lake Gardner,  Amesbury Town Park, Powow Hill

Inadequate seating 

• Battis Farm (only 1 bench, far from the trailhead)

• Heritage Park (predominantly seating with no backs)

• Amesbury Training Field (benches in poor condition)

Lack of signage:

• All parks would benefit from more clear signage, specifically 
Lake Gardner and Powow Hill from the road



IMMEDIATE ACTIONS: TOP PRIORITIES

1. Battis Farm – add benches with backs closer to the trailhead

2. Lake Gardner and Powow Hill – add Age-Friendly picnic tables (without slats that make it hard to 

climb into)

3. Amesbury Training Field – replace wooden benches with new benches with backs

1 2 3



OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
FUTURE IMPROVEMENT

• Install more Age-Friendly seating and picnic tables at Battis 

Farm, Powow Hill, Heritage Park, and Amesbury Town Park 

(refer to picture on left) 

• Maintain trail upkeep to minimize hazardous terrain and 

make the space more accessible for those using mobility 

aids at Battis Farm, Lake Gardner, and Powow Hill

• Install signage that is visible from the road and 

directs people to the outdoor space at all locations

• Add drinking fountains to Amesbury Town Park and Al 

Capp Amphitheater



NEXT STEPS

1. Conduct focus groups with older adults to gain qualitative 

feedback on the practical benefits and limitations of 

outdoor spaces

2. Conduct walk audits in all seasons to understand how 

seasonality affects each space

3. Bring priority areas and all quantitative and qualitative 

data to city officials for a discussion
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