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Press Release 

May 20, 2024 
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]Amesbury, MA – The City of Amesbury’s Open Space, Natural Resources, and Trails Committee to Host Open Forum
The City of Amesbury’s Open Space, Natural Resources, and Trails Committee (OSNRTC) will be hosting a public forum regarding the management of Town Forest and Woodsom Farm public lands.  The forum will take place on Wednesday, May 29th, 7:00 p.m. in the Great Room at the Costello Transportation Center in Amesbury.
Utilizing federal American Recovery Plan Act funds, the city is partnering with Mass Audubon’s Ecological Extension Service to prepare resource management plans for Amesbury’s Town Forest and Woodsom Farm. Amesbury’s Town Forest and Woodsom Farm properties together, represent over 400 acres of land with important ecological, cultural, and social value for Amesbury. This management plan aligns with the recently released draft version of the city’s I AMesbury 2030 Master plan goals to improve its long-term administration of open space and recreation resources.
The May 29th forum will present draft goals and objectives for managing the property, as well as draft recommendations. The public is encouraged to attend, listen, and participate in the Mass Audubon presentation. Community input will be incorporated into a final report for use by the city moving forward.


Quote from Jonathon Sherwood, Open Space, Natural Resources, and Trails Committee Chair
“The City Council took steps over the last few years to protect and conserve these parcels. Now, we can get to the business of actively managing the many and sometimes competing uses of them. Mass Audubon has been a partner over the years regarding the mowing schedule at Woodsom Farm, to foster the farm’s values as one of the best grassland bird breeding sites in all New England. They bring their ecological knowledge and their own land management experience to the table.”

Quote from Kassandra Gove, Mayor of Amesbury 
“The city treasures the open spaces in Amesbury as sources of recreation, many of which are destinations enjoyed by those outside our community. Maintaining and protecting these spaces requires stewardship and management plans to ensure these resources are healthy and accessible. The Open Space, Natural Resources, and Trails Committee’s partnership with Mass Audubon is just one example of the steps Amesbury is taking to make sure these valued properties are here for all to enjoy for many years to come.”
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