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Press Release 

September 3, 2024 
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

Amesbury, MA – The City of Amesbury to Co-Host Book Tour on Housing 
[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]The City of Amesbury will be hosting a book tour in partnership with nonprofit media advocacy group, Strong Towns. Chuck L Marohn, author of, The Housing Trap, will be presenting a first-of-its-kind discussion of the tension between housing as a financial product, and housing as shelter. These insights will help local communities fight back against the current affordability housing crisis and opt out of the boom-and-bust cycles that have typified housing in postwar America.
Marohn offers a serious, yet accessible, history of housing policy in the United States and explains how it led us to this point in time: where we face a market that is rigged against people who, only a few decades ago, could have been homeowners or stable, long-term renters. Only local change, on a neighborhood or city-wide scale, can begin to restore balance to the housing market.
The presentation will follow a short summary of local housing and economic trends by the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission.
The event is free, open to the public and scheduled on Wednesday, September 18th, at 6:00pm at the Amesbury High School, 5 Highland Street. It is co-hosted by the City of Amesbury, Strong Towns, Merrimack Valley Planning Commission, the City of Newburyport, and the West Newbury Affordable Housing Trust.
Jabberwocky Books of Newburyport will be at the event with copies of the book available for purchase to be signed by the author.
Quote from Kassandra Gove, Mayor of Amesbury
 “Housing is a hot topic in Massachusetts and in our area. We’re thrilled to partner with a nationally recognized thought leader like Strong Towns to help communities in our region think differently about how we tackle the housing crisis. I hope residents from across the area will join us for this great event.”
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