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Press Release

July 30, 2024 
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

Amesbury, MA – Amesbury Fire Department (APD) Announces Recent Graduate from Massachusetts Fire Academy  
[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]The city of Amesbury is proud to announce the July 26th graduation of Michael Chalmers from the Massachusetts Fire Academy’s Recruit Class #322. The 33 members of the graduating class were represented by the cities of Amesbury, Andover, Bedford, Billerica, Burlington, Charlton, Devens, Falmouth, Foxborough, Groton, Haverhill, Hingham, Leominster, Lexington, Littleton, Marlborough, Maynard, Medway, Nantucket, North Andover, North Reading, Salem, and Westborough.
Chalmers began his career as a Firefighter with the city of Amesbury in February of 2024 and will now serve as a certified Firefighter Level I and II. 
Chalmers completed his extensive training at the renowned Massachusetts Fire Academy (MFA) in Stow, Massachusetts, where he honed his skills in firefighting, emergency response, and life-saving techniques. The academy, known for its exceptional standards and comprehensive curriculum, has equipped Michael with the knowledge and expertise necessary to face the challenges of the dynamic and demanding field of firefighting. 
In the intensive, 10-week training program students receive classroom training in all basic firefighter skills. They practice first under non-fire conditions and then during controlled fire conditions. To graduate, students must demonstrate proficiency in life safety, search and rescue, ladder operations, water supply, pump operation, and fire attack. Fire attack operations range from mailbox fires to multiple-floor or multiple-room structural fires. Upon successful completion of the Recruit Program all students have met the national standards of National Fire Protection Association 1001 and are certified to the level of Firefighter I and II, and Hazardous Materials First Responder Operational Level by the Massachusetts Fire Training Council, which is accredited by the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications.


Quote from James Nolan, Amesbury Fire Chief
“The training at the Massachusetts Fire Academy gives the recruits the best opportunity to learn about firefighting and related duties that training from within our department cannot fully teach. Michael had worked hard to learn and train with his group at the Amesbury Fire Department prior to going to the MFA. He will return to duty at the AFD with an improved set of skills learned during the 10-week program. He had a very good overall test average and a very low number of “gigs” (demerits for mistakes), during his time at the academy. I, and the members of the AFD, are proud of Mike’s accomplishments. We look forward to having him return to regular duty and having him as a fully qualified member of the department.”

Quote from Kassandra Gove, Mayor of Amesbury
“We wish heartfelt congratulations to our newest firefighter, Michael Chalmers, on graduating from the academy. This achievement is a testament to his dedication, courage, and commitment to serving our community. The rigorous training and challenges faced over the past months have prepared Michael to join the ranks of the Amesbury Fire Department. We are grateful for his decision to join AFD, and we look forward to the positive impact he will make in protecting our city and its citizens. Amesbury welcomes him and thanks him for his service.”

About Amesbury Fire Department
The Amesbury Fire Department (AFD) is a multi-service department providing 24-hour Fire Protection, EMS, and Rescue Services to the citizens and visitors of the City of Amesbury. 
The AFD responds to approximately 5000 calls annually. These calls include Fire, EMS, Rescue, Fire Prevention, and other calls for service. Mutual aid is given and received to the surrounding communities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. www.amesburyma.gov/181/Fire-Rescue

About the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy (MFA)
The MFA provides in-service training for career, call, and volunteer firefighters at every level of experience, from recruit to chief officer, at campuses in Stow, Springfield, and Bridgewater. https://www.mass.gov/massachusetts-firefighting-academy-mfa
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