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Press Release

June 13, 2024
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]Amesbury, MA – Amesbury Public Library to Hold Public Forum on Conditions Assessment and Facilities Master Plan

On Tuesday, June 18th, the Amesbury Public Library, and its trustees will hold a public forum to discuss its recent Conditions Assessment and ongoing Facilities Master Plan. The forum will take place at the Costello Center, at 68 Elm Street at 7:00 pm. Consultant, Bruner Cott Architects, will present the preliminary findings with visual slides and then engage in a moderated question and answer session with attendees. Registration is not required. 
The library leadership, in coordination with the Department of Public Works, determined that a comprehensive assessment was warranted to understand the challenges and opportunities in the existing historic building and create a roadmap for facility management moving forward to ensure our building remains a safe, accessible, and inspiring space for all patrons.
The Library Board of Trustees Preservation Subcommittee began its work in 2019 to understand the overarching preservation and conservation concerns of the historic building, and concluded in consultation with Amesbury Historical Commission, that efforts needed to begin in earnest to ensure historically significant features of the original building weren’t compromised or lost forever. Additionally, ongoing day-to-day programmatic and operational challenges identified by library staff during their work, combined with a comprehensive strategic planning process completed in 2022, established that community needs cannot be met in the current facility as it is configured today.
Tuesday’s forum will discuss reconfiguring the current building to better serve the public, with a longer-term capital plan to be developed later. Public feedback from the forum will be incorporated into the report. In the weeks following, opportunities for children and teens to submit input will be available. The final report, which was funded by both the city and the Library Trustees, is scheduled to be presented by Bruner Cott Architects by early August. 

Quote from Aimie Westphal, Director of the Amesbury Public Library 

“This study is an essential step in our ability to proactively manage our historic library building and make the most of our space to best serve our community. I am excited to share our current status with the public and hear their feedback about our process so far.” 

Quote from Jessica Ducrow, Library Trustee Board Chair
"The Board of Trustees is pleased to participate in the development of the facilities master plan and eagerly looking forward to hearing feedback from the community at the forum.  The Amesbury Public Library is one of our lovely city's greatest assets.  It is our duty to ensure that is maintained and accessible so it can be enjoyed by all its community members.”
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