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Press Release 
December 9, 2024 
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

Amesbury Receives 40R Smart Growth District Amendment Approval from State of Massachusetts 

Amesbury, MA - The City of Amesbury is proud to announce that the Executive Office of Housing and Liveable Communities (EOHLC) has officially approved the amendment to the Amesbury Gateway Village Smart Growth Overlay District (AGVSGOD), marking another significant milestone in the city’s efforts to promote sustainable growth, increase affordable housing opportunities, and support economic development. The city received the letter of approval for the amendment to the zoning provisions and subdistricts of the existing AGVSGOD that were recently adopted by the City Council in June 2024. This marks the completion of the statutory review and approval process, and the amendment now takes full effect.
The AGVSGOD, established under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 40R, encourages multi-family residential and mixed-use development in designated areas. This innovative approach aims to create vibrant, walkable neighborhoods that offer a diverse range of housing options, while protecting natural resources, preserving open space and utilizes the full potential of existing utility and transportation infrastructure capacity.
The boundaries of the existing district remain unchanged. The AGVSGOD includes eight (8) subdistricts that allow mixed uses or multifamily residential development. Amesbury Heights, a 240-unit multifamily complex was developed through the smart growth ordinance in this area.   This amendment modifies some of the subdistricts to support the production of 119 additional new units of multi-family housing and also expands the permanently protected open space area within the boundaries of the overlay district. This housing will be comprised of 1, 2, and 3-bedroom units, 20% of which will have permanent affordable housing restrictions. These deeded affordable housing units will qualify for listing on the state’s subsidized housing inventory.
 Amesbury will also qualify for bonus payments under the 40R legislation for new residential units that are created in this smart growth district and could receive almost $640,000 for the full residential buildout. These payments can be used to make off-site infrastructure improvements as well as to expand pedestrian connectivity to the surrounding neighborhoods. This smart growth district also counts towards compliance related to housing production under the MBTA Communities Act. As a MBTA Adjacent Community under the Act, Amesbury is required to zone for by right, development of at least 789 multi-family housing units. 
For more information about the Smart Growth Overlay District and upcoming development plans, please visit the City of Amesbury’s official website at www.amesburyma.gov or contact the Office of Community and Economic Development at (978) 388-8110.
Quote from Mayor Kassandra Gove “This is another important step for us towards improving housing options for the people who live here or want to live here but find themselves without choices that meet their needs. If we don’t amend our zoning and make building housing possible then we won’t see relief anytime soon. Additionally, a project in that area will help us address traffic concerns at the Rt. 110 and Rt. 150 intersection and generate improvements to the neighborhood.”
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