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City of Amesbury Celebrates 100 Years of Maples Hockey 
[bookmark: _Hlk100215452]
Amesbury, MA - The City of Amesbury announced plans to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Maples Hockey. The event will take place on February 8, 2025, at the Salem Ice Center in Salem, N.H. with a reception and ceremonial puck drop at the Amesbury High School hockey game. Former players and hockey fans will gather to reminisce and view photos of the Maples at the Penalty Box Grille at 4pm. Following the reception at 5pm, Amesbury High School will play Lynnfield with a ceremonial puck drop commemorating the Maples. Former players will be recognized between periods. The reception and hockey game are free to attend. Registration is not necessary, but a Facebook Event is posted on the city’s page. A public open skate is available from 3:35-4:50pm for anyone interested in lacing up. The public skate admission is $8 (4 & under free) with $6 skate rentals.
The Maples played their first season in 1925 and established an important role in the local community, becoming a symbol of pride and passion for both players and fans alike. Initially formed as a local amateur hockey team, the Maples quickly gained recognition for their competitive spirit and strong performance in regional leagues. Their early years were marked by a sense of camaraderie and a commitment to developing young talent, making the team an important fixture in the local sports landscape.
Throughout the years, the Amesbury Maples evolved and became a key player in various amateur and junior leagues. The team built a reputation for hard work and sportsmanship, attracting athletes from Amesbury and surrounding areas who were eager to represent their town on the ice. As the team’s skill level grew, so did its success, with the Maples earning numerous championship titles and accolades within their leagues. While no games were played due to WWII from 1941 to 1947, the team regrouped and played until 1997.
Former players, and those that may know them, are invited to call the Mayor’s Office at 978-388-8121 to supply their information so they can be recognized during the event. For those who are unable to drive to Salem, N.H, transportation is available through the Council on Aging. Seats are limited and reservations can be made by calling the COA at 978-388-8138. Those with a seat reserved should arrive at the Costello Center on 68 Elm Street at 3:30pm.
“We are excited to celebrate this amazing part of Amesbury’s history. Maples hockey kicked off a century of hockey history and grew generations of ‘hockey families’ in our community, including my own. I grew up in the rink and have family members still playing hockey today. I plan on lacing up my skates during the public open skate and I hope everyone will join us in paying tribute to those who played for the Maples. We have a few surprises up our sleeve for the AHS hockey team, and the former players and fans of the Maples in attendance”, said Mayor Kassandra Gove.
Following the event, an exhibition of historical photos from the Maples will be on display at the Amesbury Public Library from February 18th to April 5th, on the Main Level, during regular open hours. “The Amesbury Maples are alive and well in the memories of so many community members near and far who lent their material and their time to pull this exhibition together. Working on this project I've come to understand just how much dedication and commitment was required for this team to thrive.  From the early years of pond hockey play and outdoor only games to Lake Placid Amateur finals, to the recreational leagues of the 1980s and 90s this sport has connected generations.  Come view the exhibition if for nothing else than the team photos, the transition in hockey skates alone is fascinating.”, said Meghan Fahey, Amesbury Public Library Head of Archives and Special Collections.
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