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Press Release 
June 18, 2025 
Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

City of Amesbury Receives State Grant for Protection of Drinking Water

Amesbury, MA— On May 23, 2025, the Healey-Driscoll Administration announced over $1 million in grant funding to protect drinking water resources in Massachusetts. Through the Drinking Water Supply Protection program, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs’ (EEA) will provide funding to five communities, including Amesbury. This reimbursement program provides financial assistance to public water systems and municipal water departments for the purchase of land or interests in land for protection of existing DEP-approved public drinking water supplies.

As part of the grant program, Amesbury will receive $122,661 to offset the cost to purchase an 8.31-acre parcel that abuts the Powwow River, Amesbury’s main surface water source. The city was awarded the program’s maximum amount of 60% compensation that will be given to the city after purchase and meeting grant requirements such as survey, title search and recordings at the county registry.
 
Located at 128 Kimball Road, the parcel is predominately comprised of low-lying terrain with woodlands. The property has been listed for sale for over a year and the City held a concern that if the property was sold and developed for residential use, there would be a liability to the City. This concern is based on the Powwow River running along the northern edge of the parcel, and how the parcel floods due to stormwater management functions of the connected 75-acre Meadowbrook Pond that serves as an impoundment area for Amesbury’s drinking water supply. The city was also concerned that residential use of the property would threaten the public drinking water supply due to the likelihood of a residential septic tank that could be located less than 2,000 feet upstream from the intake of the city’s water treatment plant. The secondary purpose for the purchase is for passive recreation. The goal is to create a conservation area that supports passive use with a trail system and facilities for walking, fishing and for paddling of small craft such as canoes and kayaks. 
 
The purchase is subject to Massachusetts General Law c. 30B, the Uniform Procurement Act and appropriation of funds. Two council bills sponsored by Mayor Kassandra Gove will be filed in relation to the transaction. One is for the appropriation of $211,935 for the purchase of the property for the purpose of drinking water protection and for passive recreational use. The other is for the acceptance of the $122,661 EEA grant that represents the maximum 60% reimbursement allowed. 

Kasandra Gove, Mayor of Amesbury
“This was a collaborative inter-disciplinary effort that will benefit Amesbury for generations. We have a highly complex watershed and drinking water supply system and I’m so grateful for the professionals we have who manage those systems every day, know the landscape, and take great care in the health of our residents and visitors. Many thanks to the Commonwealth for seeing the importance of these opportunities and supporting municipalities in our efforts.” 

Nick Cracknell, Director of the Office of Community and Economic Development
“Redevelopment of this parcel for residential purposes presents a clear threat to Amesbury’s drinking water supply.  Moreover, given the high potential for seasonal flooding of this property a residential use just presents too much risk for the homeowner and liability for the city in managing water flows upstream of the water treatment facility.  From my perspective, acquisition and redevelopment of this property for use as a public park and conservation area is a well-conceived and forward-thinking action by the city.” 


Joe Buckley, Director of Public Works

“Amesbury is blessed with access to a surface water supply like the Powwow River within the city limits. This purchase helps to secure land along the river just upstream of our drinking water supply intake, further protecting our source water from future development and potential pollution. Additionally, the parcel is connected to the Arch Brook culvert control works, a classic control works used to divert additional supply water to the city and manage lake levels.”

Bonnie Heiple, MassDEP Commissioner
“Massachusetts has some of the cleanest and most abundant drinking water in the nation—due in large part to our proactive planning. Protecting land near the water bodies that provide our drinking water protects residents from contaminants that could pollute the water supply if that land were otherwise developed.”
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