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June 4, 2025 

Contact: William Donohue, Communications Director (978-388-8134)

City of Amesbury Creates New Department of Public Wellness 

Amesbury, MA – The City of Amesbury is proud to announce its formal establishment of the new Department of Public Wellness. This new department will address health and human service needs within Amesbury and regionally and will be led by the Director of Public Wellness who will report directly to the Mayor. The Public Wellness Department will play a pivotal role in enhancing the overall wellbeing of our residents by addressing both medical needs and the broader social factors that influence health. This comprehensive department will offer a range of services for all age groups, including public health initiatives, mental health and substance use disorder support, housing assistance, food security programs, improved coordination of public health communications, faster response times to emerging health threats, and more. By integrating these services, the Public Wellness Department will ensure that support is easily accessible and coordinated, particularly for vulnerable populations. It is the goal of this new department to improve overall health outcomes, reduce healthcare costs through preventative care, and strengthen community resilience. Moreover, it will foster equity by ensuring that all residents, regardless of their socioeconomic status, have access to essential services that contribute to a healthier, more vibrant community. 

To fund this new Department (staffing and program expenses), Amesbury will rely on funding from existing and new multi-year sources. The city will be reorganizing its current structure to provide more cohesive and comprehensive health services for the diversity of constituents it serves. As such, the Behavioral Health Outreach for Aging Population (BHOAP) grant program and staff, with the mission to provide support to older adults with mental health needs, will move from the Department of Council on Aging to the Department of Public Wellness. The Partnership of Amesbury Community & Teens (PACT) program and staff with the mission of reducing substance use among youth and, over time, among adults will also move to the Department of Public Wellness, pending the approval of an extension of the Drug-Free Community (DFC) grant from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Departmental moves are not anticipated to happen until later in 2025. 
Additional funding that will be utilized to fund this Department includes Opioid Settlement funding, which is to be used to supplement prevention, harm reduction, treatment, and recovery interventions and programs. 
The final funding source for this department will come from the 15% Administrative Agency Fee from the Public Health Excellence grant (PHE). This grant has been awarded to shared services arrangements throughout the Commonwealth with the mission to improve municipalities’ compliance with public health statutory and regulatory mandates and expand the public health protections and services offered to residents. The City of Amesbury serves as the lead community for this shared services arrangement partnering with Georgetown, Groveland, Merrimac, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley, and West Newbury in a coordinated effort to share critical public health resources, expertise, and staffing. Officially known as the Merrimack Valley Public Health Alliance, this initiative supports the development of a sustainable, equitable, and modern local public health system in line with state-wide goals. The City of Amesbury’s Chief of Staff Ann Marie Casey played a key role in the application process and coordinating the participating surrounding communities for the grant. 
All of these multi-year funding sources complement one another and will allow Amesbury to proactively serve the public health and wellness needs for our city and our regional partners of all ages. 

Quote by Mayor Kassandra Gove
“The establishment of this new department allows us to enhance public health services in a way that is both fiscally responsible and more effective. By working together with our regional partners, utilizing grants, and joining existing Amesbury services under one department, we can better address public health challenges, from emergency preparedness to environmental health and community wellness initiatives.”
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