Memorandum
To:  

Barbara Foley, Office of Community and Economic Development
From:  

Amesbury Conservation Agent
Subject:  
47.5 – 57 Kimball Road
Definitive Subdivision Plan, Cluster Residential Special Permit and Common Access Driveway Special Permit
Date:  

April 13, 2015
The Amesbury Conservation Commission has reviewed the following:

1) Proof Plan for Cluster Residential/Common Access Driveway at 47.5 – 57 Kimball Road in Amesbury, Massachusetts (sheet 1 and 2 of 2) dated 1.20.15.
2)  Definitive Subdivision of Land at 47.5 – 57 Kimball Road in Amesbury,                Massachusetts (sheets 1-14) dated 1.20.15.
A preliminary review of the above referenced plans indicates the presence of jurisdictional and protected resources pursuant to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MGL ch. 131. sec. 40) and the Amesbury Wetlands Ordinance and their respective implementing regulations.  

As noted on sheet 2 of 14 (existing conditions) of the aforementioned plans, a wetland line as delineated in April of 2013 is not confirmed.  A review of the record for the property fails to produce a valid Order of Resource Area Delineation (WPA Form 4B).  Therefore, the wetland delineation as denoted on the plans is proposed and should not be considered legally binding.  As a result, all associated buffer zones relative to the wetland line are subject to alteration.  No wetland delineation is considered final and legally binding until a conservation commission and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) have reviewed the proposed wetland delineation and provided a legally valid confirmation.

In addition, the proposed subdivision is subject to the Massachusetts Stormwater Standards pursuant to state and local wetlands laws.

In conclusion, this proposed project is subject to state and local wetlands permitting.  To date the property owner has not filed wetland applications with the Amesbury Conservation Commission and DEP.  It is advisable that a review of the proposed project take place in close coordination between the Amesbury Planning Board and the Amesbury Conservation Commission.  It is recommended that the planning board take no action to approve the project as proposed until a through review as taken place in a manner consistent with state and local wetlands permitting.

On behalf of the Amesbury Conservation Commission we thank you for the opportunity to review and provide initial comments on the proposed subdivision.
