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Municipal Council Minutes

2/8/11


Amesbury Municipal Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 8, 2011
Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order 7:03PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Dunford

Roll Call: Stephen Dunford, Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball,  Allen Neale, Mary Chatigny, Robert Lavoie

Joseph McMilleon arrived at 7:10PM

Minutes: January 11, 2011

Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept as submitted, Councilor Kimball second.
Voted – Unanimous (Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Kimball, Neale, Chatigny, Lavoie)

Mayoral Appointments

Late File

2011-009 
Appoint Nate Cordova to the Cultural Council – term to expire 6/30/12 – Mayor Kezer 


sponsor
Councilor Neale moved to accept late file 2011-009, Councilor Dunford second – Voted Unanimous

Mr. Nate Cardova stated he has attended Cultural Council meetings and found it a wonderful experience with some wonderful people and looks forward to serve.
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept 2011-009, Councilor Chatigny second.

Voted – Unanimous (8 Yes), (1 not present McMilleon)

Licenses & Permits – None at this time.

Public Comment
James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge spoke regarding housing foreclosures. 
Councilor Response

Councilor Dunford responded to a newspaper article that stated the taxes in Amesbury were going up, the taxes are going down by almost a third of a million it is the tax rate that went up.   
Public Hearings/Second Readings – None at this time.

First Readings – None at this time.

Correspondence

Superintendent Search Focus Group

Mike Gilbert, Massachusetts Association for School Committees Consultant – Mr. Gilbert is conducting focus groups in the community for the Superintendant search. He attended the council meeting to ask what skills and qualities the council would like to see, what issues the Amesbury School District and community will face that the new Superintendant will have to deal with over the next five years and any questions about the process.
The Amesbury Retirement Board notified the Council of the upcoming vote for the 2011 cost of living adjustment for the retirees.
2011-007 – 2011 Election Calendar

Bonnijo Kitchin, Town Clerk – Ms. Kitchin stated nomination papers for the Town Election will be available May 9th.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept 2011-007, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – Unanimous

2011-008 – Election Ad Hoc Committee

The Election Ad Hoc Committee will have the following members on it:

Michael Bergeron – Superintendent’s Office

Debra LaValley Bibeau – School Committee

Robert Desmarais – DPW

Robert Gaudet – Board of Registrars

Bonnijo Kitchin – Town Clerk

Sgt Donovan/Sgt Chaput – Police Department

Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2011-088, Councilor Gilday second – Voted Unanimous

Council Communications
Assessing Workshop is rescheduled for March 1, 2011, Town Hall Auditorium 7:00PM

Respectfully submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

Full audio version available on the Town’s website amesburyma.gov

