City Council Ordinance Committee Minutes
Tuesday, October 23, 2012

Town Hall Auditorium

Immediately following the Finance Committee meeting.
Meeting opened at 7:45 p.m.

2012-088 Accept MGL Chapter 59, Section 5N - Veterans Tax Bill – Councilors Kelcourse & Lavoie sponsor

Summary:  to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 59, Section 5N, in order to authorize Amesbury to establish a program to allow veterans, as defined in clause Forty-third of section 7 of chapter 4, to volunteer to provide services in exchange for a reduction in the real property tax obligations of that veteran on the veteran's tax bills, which reduction shall be in addition to any exemption or abatement to which that person is otherwise entitled. 

Earlier in 2012, the state legislature passed legislation allowing cities and towns to create a program to allow veterans to volunteer to provide services in exchange for a reduction in the real property tax obligations of that veteran on the veteran's tax bills, which reduction to be in addition to any exemption or abatement to which that person is otherwise entitled. This new mechanism addresses the statewide issue of reasonably assisting the growing ranks of our Veterans, but more importantly, gives cities and towns’ greater flexibility in creating tax relief to veterans that is right for each community.
Mr. Johnson asked for the Finance Committee recommendation.

Councilor Lavoie stated that the Finance Committee recommendation was to recommend approval as submitted with the enhancements that are noted at the end of the statute which are that the legislative body may adjust the exemption by allowing an approved representative for a person who is physically unable to provide such services to a city or town and to allow a maximum reduction of real property tax to be based on 125 volunteer house based on a given year rather than one thousand dollars which is the cap in the statute.


At the present time the minimum wage may result in less than $1000.00 but it could rise past in the future.

Mr. Johnson stated that he didn’t have any objection to the measure.

Councilor Kimball stated that more of an information thing, he is not familiar with clause 43rd of §7 of Chapter 4. He feels that even just for Council purposes we should get a copy of it.
Councilor Lavoie stated that they would get a copy of it.

Councilor Kelcourse moved to send 2012-088 back to the City Council with a recommendation for approval as submitted with the changes that Finance Committee recommended. Mr. Johnson seconded and it was voted Unanimous (4) Lavoie, Kelcourse, Johnson and Kimball
Councilor Kelcourse moved to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Dunning

Administrative Assistant
October 23, 2012
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