City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Monday, May 23, 2013

City Hall Auditorium

Meeting called to order by Councilor Neale at 7:10 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Gilday, Councilor Neale, Councilor Kimball, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor McClure, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Kelcourse, and Councilor Ferguson

Member absent: Councilor Lavoie

WHITTIER – William Derosa, Charles LaBella and David Jack presented the Whittier Regional Vocational Technical High School budget. The total assessments for the City are $829,206. There is a capital assessment for the completion of the Phase 2 Renovation Project and the purchase of one (1) school bus. The total budget increase for FY14 is 4.19% greater than FY13. Individual community assessments vary due to enrollment shifts and the state required minimum contribution. Enrollment is up for September. There was a discussion of the policy of admittance at Whittier which includes the following criteria: grades, attendance, discipline, school profile, and student interview; any student who earns 67 points or higher is admitted into the school.
Councilor Kelcourse requested a copy of the salaries for faculty members in order to see what the difference is in the neighboring communities. He requested it to be sent to the Council via email.
Councilor McClure requested a copy of the breakdown of salary increased for administration (excluding teachers) over last year. Mr. Derosa responded that it is a 2 to 2.5 % increase over last year.

MAYOR – Mayor Thatcher Kezer and Eric Gregoire presented the budget. The Mayor reported a bottom line decrease of $5,806, with the main decrease coming from salaries.
LEGAL – Mayor Thatcher Kezer and Eric Gregoire presented the budget. This line item will remain flat year over year. The Mayor explained the importance of having sufficient funds in the budge to protect the interest of the City.
AMESBURY SCHOOL – Debra LaValley, Stan Schwartz, Michelle Robinson and Peter Hoyt and presented the budget. This budget was presented along with a PowerPoint presentation. A copy of it is attached for review. The FY2014 operating budget is proposed at $28,319,615. This represents an increase of $1,886,119 or 7.14% over FY2013. A majority of funding for the schools comes from local appropriations, which is the appropriation from the City, which includes Chapter 70 Education Aid from the state, and other revenues that include school choice, tuitions, transportation fees, and grant offsets.
There was a lengthy discussion between the Council, School Committee and the Mayor regarding the proposed increase to this budget.
Councilor Scorzoni questioned whether or not any of the expenses could be moved over to the capital portion of the budget.
Deirdre Farrell was asked to come up and explain Chapter 70, Circuit Breaker, and PARCC testing.
Michelle Robinson presented a slide that explained spending per pupil as compared to the state average for FY12.
Councilor McClure motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m. Councilor Gilday seconded and it was voted unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

City Clerks Office
