City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Wednesday, June 5, 2013
City Hall Auditorium

Meeting called to order by Councilor Neale at 7:10 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Gilday, Councilor Neale, and Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:11 p.m.
Members absent: Councilor McClure
POLICE – Chief Gagnon and Lieutenant Ouellet presented the budget. Lieutenant Ouellet presented a summary of the police budget. There is a total variance of $354,528 for the FY2014. There were discussions regarding military leave, overtime, public safety clerks positions, the Communications department centralization, rise in cost of ammunition, step increases, and contracts.
Councilor Kimball noted that there is a printing error on page32 that the word defibrillator(s) is cut off. He additionally requested that the budget reflect that the number of vehicles (in the line item of vehicle leases) is changed to reflect the number of vehicles in the lease, which is five (5). Mike Basque will change the # of units in the budget.
Councilor Kelcourse asked for a report consisting of an analysis of Chief salaries in communities similar to Amesbury’s. Chief Gagnon responded that he did one approximately six (6) months ago for the Mayor.
James Thivierge asked about the Prosecutor position. Chief Gagnon explained the process of the hearings and arraignments.

Councilor Neale asked Chief Gagnon to provide him with what the salaries of the officers are, relative to the Prosecutor’s salary.
There was a brief discussion regarding the Prosecutor position.
HARBORMASTER – Chief Gagnon and Lieutenant Ouellet presented the budget. They presented a level budget.
FIRE –Chief Brickett and Assistant Chief Fournier presented the budget. Chief Brickett gave an overview of the proposed FY2014 budget for Fire and Emergency Management. The total variance year over year is $28,357. There is a projected decrease in overtime of $95,095. There was a discussion regarding salaries, contracts, shift schedules, and the regionalization of EMS. 
Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m. Councilor Gilday seconded and it was voted unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

City Clerks Office

