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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Tuesday, May 19, 2015
City Hall Auditorium

Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Bezanson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley, Councilor McClure
Members absent: Councilor Ferguson
DPW – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. 
There is a .5 reduction in this budget. They hired Building Superintendent and reduced operating expenses. The position is considered critical. 
There was a discussion about road repairs.
SEWER – Robert Desmarais presented the budget.
There is a .8% decrease in this budget.

Councilor McMilleon asked about the benefits line item within the operating expenses. Mr. Benevento explained that there was a likely a correction made to the headcount.
There was a discussion about overtime hours.
WATER – Robert Desmarais and Chuck Benevento presented the budget.
There is a 2.6% increase in this budget.

He explained the water interconnect to Salisbury.

There was a discussion about overtime hours.

SNOW/ICE – Robert Desmarais and Chuck Benevento presented the budget. 
There is no proposed change in this budget. $703,778.21 was spent. This was the most amount spent. They are working on possessing the paperwork for FEMA reimbursement.
Mr. Benevento discussed the different ways to budget for snow and ice.
RECYCLE/REFUSE – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. 

This budget is increased 1.2%, which is almost entirely due to the compost facility. 
There is an increase in solid waste and recycling pickup, which is contractual. The tipping fee went down because of increased recycling.

There was a discussion about trash removal and also recycling efforts.
CITY CLERK – Bonnijo Kitchin presented the budget.
There is a 3.7% increase in this budget due to step increases and due to a software contract.

Councilor Moavenzadeh asked how much money was received from parking tickets. Ms. Kitchin said it is approximately $14,000.
ELECTION/REGISTRATION – Bonnijo Kitchin presented the budget.
There is a 14.9% increase in this budget due to having 3 (three) elections.

There was a discussion about upcoming election changes.
CITY COUNCIL – Bonnijo Kitchin presented the budget.
There is a 1.4% increase in this budget. The cost to advertising in the newspaper has increased.
Councilor Lavoie asked when the auditing will go out to bid. Ms. Kitchin will check on that. Mr. Benevento mentioned that it should be put out to bid this coming fall.

Councilor Sickorez moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk 
