[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]City of Amesbury
Lakes and Waterways Commission
Meeting of July 23, 2015
		Location: DPW
MEETING MINUTES:
Commission members present: Chairman Bruce Georgian, Alexander Pooler, Tom Murphy
City Engineer: Pete

The meeting began at 6:35 PM.
1. Previous Meeting Minutes: No minutes.
2. Engineer’s Report (Pete): 
a. Lake Gardner is at normal pool. Just a trickle at Tuxbury, may have to start lowering gate to keep flow going to plant.  Not a drought yet, at normal pool.  Lake Attatish is starting their next phase of milfoil control.  Located another pocket. As milfoil is uprooted it’s collecting in Medowbrook, collecting on dam.  Got water chestnuts in Medowbrook, causes problem with the dam.
i. Mill Yard is getting lower.
	
b. Watershed Mgt Plan update: 
i. We’re about 98% done, no movement though.  Changes to Lake Attatish lake level, nothing has been done.  Changes to level could be difficult now.  Word from Con Com is matter is dead.  Desire to change Lake Gardner, may be able to start draw down on September 15 but could have impact on property owners, may not be able to go through.  Currently within target of proposed change to Lake Attatish levels, question asked if DPW could photographs in the fall of shore and lake at that level to help answer future questions from residents about proposed lake level change.
ii. Question about lowering Clarks, issue is to do it, you have to access a structure in the middle of the pond.  No idea what happens if you touch the boards. Any planned draining or significant change to the water level of Clarks would require heavy involvement with Con Com. 
c. Lake Attatish:  No reports of blue/green algae this year.  Some Amesbury residents are complaining about lake level, DPW will not make changes at this time.  
d. Lake Gardner:  DPW got a hit of blue/green algae.  Bird droppings on beach may be cause.  Had some events on the lake for Amesbury Days.  Weed watch upcoming for Lake Gardner.
e. Powow River:  Julie from Powow River Watershed association was at Weed Watch, will attempt to get her to join L&W.
f. Clarks Pond:  Weed watch went well, had some success.  Would like to discuss using a mechanical device to remove the weeds.  Will reach out to Sparehawk School about helping with pond
g. Lower Millyard:  EPA still cleaning up soil.  Lots of PCBs.  Work on Millyard has slowed down other projects.  Park will be done soon.  
h. Membership:  Julie from Powow River Watershed association was at Weed Watch, will attempt to get her to join L&W.  It’s believed that Matt Healy got appointed to Lakes and Waterways.  New guy, Matt Chapin coming to join, was not able to make meeting.
i. Tuxbury Pond, Medowbrook Pond Pattens Pond, Park Pond, Merrimack River:  No reports
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.  The next meeting is August 27, 2015.
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